od sent the angel Gabriel to Mary to tell her
she will conceive a child of God:

=Fhe Holy Spirit will come upon you,

the power of the Highest hover over you;
Therefore, the child you bring to birth
will be called Holy, Son of God.”

Mary said to the angel,
“But how? I've never slept with a man.”

Instead of answering directly, Gabriel
strengthens her faith: “And did you know
that your cousin Elizabeth conceived a son,
old as she is? Everyone called her barren, and
here she is six months pregnant! Nothing,
you see, is impossible with God.”

And Mary said:

“Yes, | see it all now:

I'm the Lord’s maid, ready to serve.
Let it be with me

just as you say.”

Luke 1:11-15: 57-59 (NRS)

And | imagine Gabrial saying to all the people
through Mary and Elizabeth:

“As an angel | could think | know everything.
1 spend all my time looking down on the
world. I've found it takes looking up like Mary
to gain perspective. It's a great reminder for
humankind that to trust what they cannot
see is what they receive without knowing.”

— Christine
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Llsten fo the freés to the natural waters, to the sand
pof thédesert, to the stones of the mountains: God will
| showupanywhereyou arewilling tolisten.Why do people
be jeve more m‘words wrltten on papers by humans when

't ‘lt comeg to Goll? And why do | feel that at times a natural

;" suentns‘t ca‘llng 'himself an atheist, has more connection to

Gg;i than a theologian studying the books of religion.
) Py 1. |
y s it because we forget how to listen while we learn how to read?
| ,i b )“. - A
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— Kristina Tauch
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Poster image in the “Cradle of Humankind” Museum at Marapeng,
South Africa, near the site of the discovery of a a 2.5 million year old
fossilnicknamed “Mrs. Ples.”

Love Is My Mother

It is Love that makes people happy.
It is Love that fills happiness with joy.
It is Love that birthed me, not my mother.
A hundred blessings and praises to that Mother!
[Divan-e Shams-e Tabrizi: Quatrain 449]

From The Rumi Daybook, selected and translated by Kabir and Camille
Helminski, Shambhalla Press, 2012, p. 219, used with permission.
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